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	Opera Providence pours the champagne 

	KATHIE RALEIGH , Lifestyle Editor 


	The invitations are out, sent by a prince. 

Prince Orlofsky, that is, from Johann Strauss’ operetta "Die Fledermaus," a character with a reputation for throwing great parties. He will be the host of Champagne and Bubbles, a holiday party that will be presented by Opera Providence on Saturday at Rhode Island College.

Guests are from the A-list of opera stars, including Adele, Eisenstein and Rosalinda from "Die Fledermaus," Hannah and Danilo from "The Merry Widow," and the inimitable Carmen from "Carmen." 

Don’t worry if they’re strangers to you; there will be a local woman among them to welcome you to the festivities. She’s Aimée Bordes of Woonsocket, a young mezzo-soprano who will play Carmen.

Bordes is the local connection to Opera Providence, an organization dedicated to the performance and understanding of opera -- and to introducing the art to everyone.

That’s the idea behind Prince Orlofsky’s party, along with celebrating the season and showcasing a host of local talent. Under the direction of Matthew Larson, the evening will feature music from a collection of operas performed by vocalists from Opera Providence. They are sopranos Loriana De Crescenzo, Lynn Floyd, Kara Lund, Diana McVey and Anne Walker; Bordes, a mezzo-soprano; tenors Brendan Daly and Fredric Scheff; and another mezzo, Rebecca Sears-St. Denis, in the role of Prince Orlovsky.

The evening will close with the Opera Providence Company Ensemble leading the audience in a carol sing.

"The voices are wonderful," Bordes said as she reviewed the program from her home in East Woonsocket. "It’s a wonderful start to the holidays."

Bordes is a relative newcomer to Opera Providence, which was founded as the Ocean State Lyric Opera in 1990, the same year she graduated from Woonsocket High School. In 1998 the organization turned its attention to grand opera with a production of Verdi’s "Rigoletto," followed in successive years with Puccini’s "La Bohème" and Bizet’s "Carmen," and a co-production with Opera Boston of Puccini’s "Tosca."

During those same years, Bordes was studying at Rhode Island College and then living and working in Boston where she performed a number of recitals, including ones at the French Library, the Dante Alighieri Society and the Harvard Club, and was a featured soloist with the French Symphony of Boston as part of a concert series at the Hatch Shell. 

In 2001 and 2002 she performed in recital in Venice, Italy, living there for four months and studying with the Spanish mezzo-soprano Stella Silva of the Conservatorio di Benedetto Marcello.

That was a high point in her formal training, which had begun when she was only 8 as an alternative to ballet lessons.

"I loved the stage and music; I was this little ham," Bordes laughed. "But I had these short, chubby legs. It was my aunt who said, ‘Have you heard that voice? You’re putting your money in the wrong end!’"

Her parents, Judith and the late Ernest "Bud" Bordes, took her to Mother St. John of the Eucharist, arguably the city’s most recognized voice teacher, for early lessons.

"When I was 12, I started with Natalia deRezendes and studied with her through high school," Bordes said. "She set the foundation. She’s a fantastic teacher, wonderful with young people." Bordes now studies with Rhode Island’s own renowned soprano, Maria Spacagna.

Bordes’ vocal career had taken several directions, including being artist-in-residence at St. Ignatius of Loyola Church at Boston College, but was re-focused on performing after Bordes attended VoiceX-perience last August, held at Disney World in Florida. Spacagna is on the faculty of that program, along with professionals from across the country. Bordes worked with Spacagna and Inci Bashar, a voice teacher so well known that, Bordes said, "she has a student in every major opera company."

She also performed under the direction of Fabrizio Melano, artistic director of the Metropolitan Opera.

The program dealt not only with performance but with career development, and Bordes said she got such encouraging feedback that it renewed her determination to perform.

And that led her to Opera Providence and Prince Orlofsky’s party. Her performance as Carmen, like others in the show, will be adapted to this celebratory event. When Carmen reads the fortune-telling cards, instead of seeing death as she does in the opera, she will see boredom -- "And then Prince Orlofsky’s invitation arrives," Bordes said.

The words may be changed here and there, and they all will be sung in English, "But the music is the same," Bordes said. "The music, the drama, the sets, choreography. Opera is so multi-faceted, so beautiful."

That’s what Bordes and Opera Providence expect audiences will take home from Champagne and Bubbles -- the idea that "Everybody can enjoy opera and have fun with it," Bordes said.

Champagne and Bubbles will take place Saturday at 8 p.m. in Sapinsley Hall at the Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts on the Rhode Island College campus, 600 Mount Pleasant Ave., Providence. Tickets are $35 with discounts for seniors and students and are available by calling Opera Providence at (401) 331-6060 or the RIC box office at (401) 456-8144. 

Before the program, ticket holders are invited to an OPERAtunity Champagne Reception in the Alumni Lounge at RIC. OPERAtunity is the education and outreach arm of Opera Providence, helping to foster understanding about opera and related fine arts to children, youths and adults. 


